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Letter from the Editer
Dear Colleasue,

1990 has so far been a very hectic year for us. We began with the visit of Russian teenagers,
the ice break swim and of course the house warming and new vear's eve pariy at Youth Support House. Al
three events went very well.

We have not had a response 1o the questionnaire about meetinas so will continue with our usual
format of & meeting in London in October. We will also be having seminars and werkshops on specific
subjects throughout the year at Youth Support House. Lurrently a child abuse seminar is plarned in june.

We would value comments from membere regarding the cantent and format of the jeurnal and would
alse appreciate contributions.

At Youth Support House, we are looking for staff at various levels. de are partly staffed by
calaried employees and partly by volunteers. If anvane is interested in working with us in any capacity
we would very much tike to hear from you.

Best wishes,

Dr Diana Birch MBES DCH MRCF M0
Directar "YOUTH SUPPORT".

Patronz: Dame Josephine Barnes; Sir Frank Miils.
CHARITY NO 296G80

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE "YOUTH SUPPORT”
"FGRUM ON ADOLESCENT HEALTH AND WELFARE"
PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS AND SEND to:-
YOUTH SUPPORT 30 Crystal Palace Park Road SEZ6 &UG
Cheques payable to  YOUTH SUPPORT
I would like to jein the "FORUM ON ADOLESCENT
HEALTH_AND_WELFARE" 1 enclose £20 registration
fee which covers my first vears membership
{journal included in cost).

NAME .. ...... e POSITION.........
ADDRESS . ... i iireeaaeeaaaaaas

'

HARPER ROAD,

—LIN, IS TEN T

FOR N s T T Ay —
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MEETINGS MEETINGS MEETINGS
MEET INGS MEET.INGS

CHILD ABUSE AND PROTECTION SEMINAR

Suitable for professional staff working with voung children.
Identification of child abuse. Medical and social aspects of child protection.

Farmat - lecture and workshop style discussion group.

WEDNESDAY 13TH JUNE
2FM - 4_30PM

AT YOUTH SUPPORT HOUSE

13 CRESCENT ROAD

BECKENHAM BR3 ZNF

Tel - 636 6296
- 639 3389

FEE £5 payakle with booking form.

JF—

I wouid Iikeltu apply to attend the Child Abuse seminar on wednesday 13th June.

1 enclose £S5 (Cheques payable to YOUTH SUPPORT - CHARITY NO 296080)

Places limited - please apply early.

FINLAND  Finnish Association of scheel docters

Finnish Student Health Service
CONGRESS of EURGPEAN UNION OF SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY HEALTH
June 10-13 1991 -~ - - TURKU - - FINLAND
Appiy for information to the secretariat Congresspoint Ltd
Tahtitorninkatu 5 G, 20708, TURKU, FINLAND TE1358-21-500333

CINQUIEME CONGRES DE L’ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE
POUR LA SANTE DES ADOLESCENTS

FIFTH CONGRESS, INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR ADOLESCENT HEALTH

Montreux, July 3-6 juillet 1991

SECRETARIAT PERMANENT - PERMANENT SECRETARIAT
LA A H, Cinquiéme congrés — Fifth Congress
Office du tourisme - Case postale 97 - CH-1820 Montreux
Tel. 021 7963 1212 ~ Télefax 021 /963 78 95 — Télex 453 222
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FOUNG VICTIMS OF AN UNDERFUNDEDR SYSTEM
There have been a worrying mumber of recent cases of children and yourns aduits being abusad in homes amd
hostels. The irony of zuch cases being that zociziy has placed these young people 1n such environments
prezumably for their zafaty and to provide care which for some reason 12 not Forthcoming in their home
snvirenments. For thesze giriz and beys previgus atuse and rejection is compounded by their bDetraval by
their carers and their further abuse by thoze whom they shouid be able to trust. Madeline Sunting
reported im a front page articls in the Guardian Marcy 7tht on the sum liation suffered by residents of
a home in Gresrmich where strip searches, incarceration 1 a securs unit and zexual abuse soourred.
Norman Fowler commizsioned a report in 1983 which reporiad in 19885 (The Wagner report) it stated "a
burnimg indignation at the way in which the present system can devalus the Tives of zome of the people
moct in need of help and support”. Only 1157 of staff working with ohiidren in care have a zeciai work
qualification. Homes can be understaffed With irexperisrced stressed workers who have litile support o
their postz. It is thug hardly surprising that the Chilaren's zociety reporied that 34% of the 35,000
runaways attending it's Central London Teenase Froject were escaping from cars.
Frovizion of g00d standards of care for disturbed adolescents iz not =asy or cheap. Some authoritiaes are
retuctant to irvest in adeguate care. While thig zituation centinues we will repeatedly see the sorts of
sbuse that stem from cutting corrars in staff training and supervision. Privatisatien of servicas which
kas besn poturing in some ar=as will mean that zuch centres wiil have 1o e run on a profit making basiz
"= will this further z2dd %o cost cuttirg and false economies?
The following paper attempts to look at some of the forgoiien quantitiss in management of chiid
grotection policies, namely the feelingz and attriudes of ctaff and lack of training is again a mador

spurce of arievance. Referenmce to the gegaraphical area has been removed ta maintain a degree of

confidentiality.

Staff attitudes ard_opinionz_of crild proisction procedures

Diana Birch

Over tre past two decades thers have Deen
nuperous enguiries tnte child profection, usually
provoked by a disaster - the death of a child like
Maria Colwall or Tyra Henry or a perceivad
mismanagemant such as Cleveland. Such
deliberations rzcommend standards of practice and
often spawn local committess to moniter local
procedurs. It is questionable whether the

_mountainz of paperwork generated by such enquiries
ever filter down tn dJdigestibla fashien to thoss
working ‘on the front line' and the exteni to
which local comnittess are perceived as a source
of support ard advice by such workers.

The aim of thig siudy was to make z confidentizi
erquiry into how staff in an irner City area
actually felt about implamentation of chilg
protection procedures in practice. The resultis are
thus, by definttion, subjective but nenetheless
reprezent a previpusiy untapped area.

Backaround

The Boraugh Standina compittes for the
prevertion and centrol of child abuse wasg
ectablizhed in February 1974 az a rezylt ef a
recommendation of a workina group ok 'hattered
babiez’. It was recemmended that there should be a
single raview committes for the whole boroudh;

and #lan Chandler

trat it zhould raview and evaiuate procedures for
the erevention and comtrol of child abuse; sheould
roncider ways of edurating and training workers in
all disciplires in the detection and traatment of
civild abuse amd reguylarly evaluate a reqister of
children ‘at risk’. In addition the committe=
chould undertake or initiate reszearch.

The initial formeiation of the Standing
Cammittee thus predated the formation of area
review commeittess which were formed in April 1974
{OHHS 1974) . With the farmation of area reviaw
comamittees the possibility of duplication ef roles
hacame highliahted and the remit of berough
standing committees was reviawsd. Ore of the
furctions of the borough ztanding committes was
then “advize on the reed for enduiries into Caszes
#ahich appear to have gore wrong arnd from which
lessons could b learned” The reality has besn
that thiz duty has rarely besn carried out.

in 1936 the Borowshk standing Committee held a
ceriesz of digcussions which zoughi to re-2xamine
=lomants of the Commitias's rols. In particular,
the committee questioned 1t's availability to
maragers ared fisld workerz as a forum for seeking
advice apout complex child abuse casez. Or for
example, whare the statutory agencies 1nvoived
have met with difficultizs 1n workirg
ol laboratAagE -




Thaere was an obviousz rsed to examime issues which
were causing difficulties between agenciss, or in
the management of cases. Despite this, members
felt that the =tanding commitiee was not realising
it's full petential to help and advise and
moreover, was failing in it's educational and
training duties,

In summary, the cellective experience and
expertize keld by members of the standing
commi tiee were not being made available to field
workers. It was decided that an enquiry should be
made intp why thiz was riot happening and how
advice might be made available in the future.

Method and resulis

A questionnaire was drawn up and circulated te
staff of all disciplines regularly involved in
child abuse work in the borough it order tpo
ascertain the way that staff feit about their
invoivement in child protection; the problems that
thay may have bser experishcirg in implementing
Frocedure; and their opinions regarding the
quality and quantity of training which they had
received in order to carry out thiz work.

The questionnaire was divided inte sections
dealing with identification of child abusze; the
medicat examination; case conferences; cowrt
appearance; management and follow up; Iraining.
Staff were asked their opinians on each section,
thair knowledge of ard difficulties in
implementing procedure laid down at sach stage and
thetr commentz regarding possible improvements in
management.

The questionnaire was designed in a format
aittable for compubtar amalysis so that it could be
used in future on larger samples of staff.
Busstionnaires were anorymaus but asked for
discipline, grade and Tength of experience. The
study aimed te sample 38 staff of =ach discipline.

Staff sampled and response rates

. Hocial work

Guestionraires were issued to one social work
area and the staff of one hospital social work
departeent. The averall respense rate mas 43% and
nearty all the respondents had more than 5 years
experience, half of which had more than 10 vears
experiance in their posts. In general, the area
social workers indicated that they were more
axperienced than the hospital social workers in
handling cases of child abuse, had less difficulty
in implemerting procedure and were more likely te
have court experience. There were no other
significant differences beiwean the groups and
their responses have been analysad together.

2. Health _staff

As regards health authority staff, 58% of a
group of commurity health dectors responded to the
questionnaire. Twe of these were also general
practitioners. Most of the doctors had less than S
years experience in the community. 50% of health
visitors responded and similarly more than hatf

had less than 5 year’'s expsrience.

3. Educatign

In the education field, 59 teachers, S50 head
teachers arwt the staff of the divizional education
welfare gffice {now education zocial work offics)
were circutated with questisrmaires. 42% of
teachers responded, and, interestingly, nearty all
of these tsachers had more than ten year's
experience. 704 of head teachers respended, rneraly
&l of whom had more than ten year's experisnce
and half thje number more than Z0 vears experience
in the field. Thers was 100X response rater from
education weifare and senior education welfare
officers. 1% iz the zenigr education welfars
officers and head teacherz who are most invoived
in ¢hild abtise work.

4. Law_enforcement

A additional group of staff was approached
whose resuits are not included in this paper. The
Tacal police officers promptly returned 100% of
their questiornaires and on initial perusal
appeared to cope vary well with child protection
procedures - however their guestionmaires were
withdrawn by senior officers i view of the
sensitivity of the subject mattier.

Idenfification of child_abuse and_Implementation
pf_procedura

Seniior educatign welfare pfficers were
unarimouzly canfident in identifying ‘at risk’
children, in confronting parents with their
suspicions and in seeking help and advice af their
colleagues. They alsp reported that they were
awarz of local precedures and their own agency's
palicies and experienced little problem in
implenenting the procedure. (Table 1.

74% of health visitors were also confident at
identifying 'at risk’ children but in enly 154 of
cases did this confidence extend to confronting
parents with their suspicions, this figure
probably relating to the relative inexperience and
yourrg ag2 of many af the health visiters.

With regard o preblems in implementing the
thild abuse procedure, approximately hailf of the
staff regularly dealing with child abuse cases
experienced difficulties and these were equally
related to difficulty in contacting tink people,
inaporopriate responses from other professionals
and the procedure taking too leng. However staff
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of all disciplines felt that they had adequate
support from their colleagues in implemanting
procedure.

The Medical examinziion

Senior education welfare officers had the
higheszt epinion of the medical examination. They
considerad that the examination wWas carried out
quickly by adequately trained staff and that i1
fulfillagd their expectations. However, half fzlt
that the medical was a traumatic experience for
the chiid. Irterestiinaly, nearily half the doctors
werz dizzatizfied with the medical themselves and
felt that the staff were noi adequately trained.
& view concurred with by the social workers, of
whom only 29% felt that the medical fulfilled
expectations.

The_Caze_Conference

Spcial workars as a grouR had the towest
epinion of the medical axamination and the
highest opinier of the case conference. (Table
2} . They all thought that the conference was
called quickly; that they could contribute
adequately and that their opinion was taken note
of. & sentiment achoed by anly one third of the
doctors and head teachers, who were happy with
timirg of the conference and only two thirds who
falt they were being listened teo.

fi great deal of controversy has raged over the
presence or absence of parents of abused children
in a case conference. There was gereral
agresment, acvossz the disciplines, that parends
should be present for part of the conference, but
none of the hospital social workers and only 144
of area social workers wrated parsnts present for
the whole conference.. More than cne quarter of
doctors and teachers wade ne comment on this
questian - possibly a reflection on the high
degres of controeversy surrourding this subject.
Asted whether they agreed with conference
decicions, t00% of secial workers said that they
did, as did the majority ef doctors, health
visitors and education weifare staff. However
orily 48% of teachers aareed with decisions and,
despite this disagreement, only 23X said that
they would ask that their disagreement be noted
in the minutes.

The same small propertion of teachers were
likely 4o ask for aiterations in the minutes if
they fourd them to be inaccurate. One wonders
then if this is a refiection on teachers not
understanding decisions or in difficulty in
digesting long minutes which may rot be
accurately perused by a teacher with little iime
{and many children) on her hands. 1t may zlse
refiect a cynical attitude such as 'well my
opinion doesn’t matier anyway and what difference
does it make when there is so little we can do'.

Court proceedings

A high percentage of workers in all disciplines
had no experience of court proceedings. This
varied from 14% of area socia) workers to 764 of
teachars having no experience and a very high
parceritage feit that they had not been prepared in
any way for court proceedings - rarging from 644
of sscial workers to 92% of teachers. One quarter
of doctors ard ore third of health visitors felt
that they were asked to attend court too
frequently, while other <taff did not on the whole
share this opinton. The majority of sociad
workers, (867), were genarally dissatisfied with
court hearirgs, feeling that they ere traumatic
for the child ard 717 f=1t that appearances could
be substantially reduced in number. In contrast,
orly ore third of docters and teachers or head
teachers were of thiz opinion. Perhaps indicating
that they felt more secure in the authority's
dealitra with the case in a deamatic, clear qut
Way.

The results of this part of the Susstionnaire
indicated that workers felt more zatizfied with
the impediate management of cases and more
peszimistic regarding long term management. 76% of
social workers considered immediate care
adequate in terms of treating the injury and
immediate proteciion of the child. Intermediale
measures intending to give family support and
prevent further harm received the. approval of 54%
of sacial workers, while long term measures such
as rehabilitation of the famiiy and long t=rm
psychiatric er sogial work iniervention were
thought effective by anly 244, Dectars {scoring
S50 - immediate; 25% - intermediate; and 13X long
term) and teachers (scoring 31%; 23X and 244
respectively) showed similar gpinions ard appeared
dissatisfied that they could not “jump in and do
something”. The overall view was that in the lorg
term, the management of thje abused child and the
tamily was depressing and there was widespread
condenmnation of prasent practices.

The role of the key worker in management
appear=d also to be more satisfactory to social
workers than to other staff since, while B&% of
social workere received adequate feedback from the
key warker and 93% feli able to contact the key
worker premptly, , thiz i= in contrast to doctors
seores (42X/50%); healith visitors (224/44%) ;
Education welfare efficers (30X/30%) and head
teachers (Z3/26%) . This raises serious questions
as to the ability af key workers to maintain
contact and to their perceived priorities. Perhape
they do not regard it as important to keep in
touch with teachers as with other ztaff. I1 will
also be interesting to note how this relationshis’
it affected by the presence of a guardian ad Iitem
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IDENFIFICATION GF _CHILD ABUSE

training, advice and in reviewing case management. This

FEEL CONFIDENT IN:- t

advisory role needs to be performed in a way which is
acceptable to staff and not seen as a threat or

IDENTIFYING  CONFRONTING SEEKIMG HELF | AWARE OF  PROBLEMS
"AT RISK'CHILDREN  PARENT  OF COLLEAGUES | FROCEDURE [MPLEMENTING  ~piticicm,
ST e I R e e s The results of thiz survey pinpoint some of the needs
) ' , . - of staff and thus provide an invitation to meet those
:::t}:;s\disiturs gf; ?gf' gj ot 522 needs in a positive manner.
EW0  senior 1003 LoD 100 L0, 60 Useful_references
junior - ST 4 100% e 2 "Whose Child" The report of the public Inguiry into the
Headteachers  74% 543 ELY) 543, 3% death of Tyra Hernry - Lendon Borgugh of Lambeth 1987
Teachers 671 38 Lo0x 764 B8k "The Battered Baby syndrome” Cameron 1970 The British
0 hospital SN Journal of Hospital Medicine.
“The Battered baby syndrome” An analysis of reports
submitted by medical officers of health DHHS 1972
Training
It was very apparent that staff

training left a ot to be desired.

B0% of health visitors ard senior

education welfare officers had

received specific training in child

abuse work. In contrast only 55X of DIVERGENCE OF OPINIONS

social workers and 42% of docters

had ¢pecific training. However only

ahe third of health visiters and, TABLE 2

education welfare officers felt b 1p 20 30 40 ) &0 70 8¢ 90 1008

that their training had besn ! ] ! ! k l 1 1 ! 1 1

adeguate as did only 74 of area

social workers and none of the Initiat

hospital sacial workers - an
abysmal picture in this important
area.

Comments_and conglusions

This survey should be reqarded as
a pilot study of staff attitudes to
child abuse procedures. Even sg, it
highlights many discrepancies
between managementi's perception of
what seems to be an adequate child
protectien procedure and the
viewpoint of staff “in the field’
who have to implement it. Training,
comaurication and action taken, all
fail short of expectation.

The anonymity af the respondents
was important in obtaining ‘honest’
angwers. In our present day
circumstances staff involved in
child protection are fregquently
working under difficult
circumstances, werking long hours
in understaffed and underfunded
departments. When things go wreng.
they are often subjected to 'witch-
hunts' canducied by the media or
superiors whe may appear to wish
aniy to 'cover their oewnh backs’

identification

wedicai

case
conference

SATISFACTION WITH

IMMEDIATE
MANAGEMENT

INTERMED IATE
MEASURES

LONG TERM
HANAGEMENT

HT head teachers
HY health visitors 7T teachars

JEWD jumior education welfare officers  SW secial workers
SEWD senior EWOs leducation social workers)

key OR Doctors

-page 7-



THE_VOICE_OF YOUTH

O New Year's eve Youth Support House was invaded
by 34 Siberians! This was a very happy and
welcome invasion. 30 Teehagerz from the town of
Svardlovek in the Urals, on the edge of Siberia,
and four of their teachers came to Lendon for two
weeks. This was the first time that young people
had been allowed out of that part of the country
- in fact Sverdlovsk has been a closed city.

The airls and boys spent at least a week each in
tha hame of a Londory teenager and atiended local
schools. We are very grateful to Cator park
School in sydenham, Warwick park in peckkam and
Waver ley zchool, Peckham Rye for hosting the
teenagers. The Tower of London gave us free
entry, 5t Paul's a zpecial tour, Charlton
football club gave tickets to a match and a
mention in their programme, the Churchill theatre
cheap pantomime tickets (.. etc etc . It was a
very successful vigit although everyone on both
sides wagz in tears at their departure.

{re of the frequently heard remarks was how less
grdered British schools were compared with their
Soviet counterparte, but after the initial shell
shock, they settled into their new found freedom!
The International Planred Parenthood federation
hosted a visit including videes which fascinated
the Russians who complained about the lack of sex
education in their schools.

The following is an extract from a composition
written by one of aur visitors as an cempetition
entry to gain a place sn the visit. ...

*...Conflict of elder and younger
geteration has survived through the ages - take
Ivan the Terrible for example. He killed his =zon
in a fit of rage ... or Taras Bulba, a character
of Gogol's story. He also chose capital
punishment for his son whe became a traitor. In
the present day, a youth magazine, "Parus”
carries am article by Yuri Keroikov - "Crash”.
The story is of a girl calied Valeria, nicknamed
‘crash’ . She became involved in a criminal group
tecause of cmplete misunderstanding between
herself and her parentz. When her father tried to
help her he was murdered.

Gn the other hand interference in the affairs of
their children may alse resuit in tragedy as in
the story "Little Yera". Qur fathers have
certainly experienced everything that is awaiting
ue, they have faced situations before us, but are
they trying te indoctrinate us with the views
that they consider correct? The question is
whether they are appropriate , whether their
authority it absolute for us? Maybe our aprenis
are respected at work among their colleagues, but

iz this enough reasen to subordinate us at heme?

Surely there must be other methods, more close
-page 3-

and individual. ..
Dorn't teach your arandmother to suck eags! Yes but
can't children teach their parents anything? With
their optimism, new outlook, and perhaps we can
change the way they lock at sex education. Sex!
that word is often never used in some families
althaugh some progressive minded sociolagists
confirm that it ie necessary to begin zex
education at the age of 3 years eld. Beginning
this practice at 15 or {7 is senseless.
THere is a story by Krzhishtalovich "Plechevaya”
about a gir1 who was raped and her father was
bribed by the rapers to0 congceal thie fact of the
crime. Poor sex education is one of the reasens
for this and early pregnancy and some poorly timed
abortions. A1l this could be prevented if we had
the necessary information in proper time. Moreaver
it should be competent and frank. ..."

........ Akhlyustina Atesya

In Jurme a YOUTK SUPPORT party cemprising pupils
from the host schools Will be aliowed to vigit the
Urals and Moscow. We hope that a Mpscow group of
teenagers can visit ws in the near future and that
a return visit to Mescow can be arranged. I[f
anyore is interested in hosting a Soviet teenager
in the future or in joining a visit pleaze write
and let us know.

THE HEALTH OF YOUTH

World Health Orgonixation
Geneva
March 1989

Readers interested in this background
document (A42). prepared for the recent
WHO Technica) Discussions (May '989)
should write to WHO.1211 Geneve 27
Switzerland.




Receni Papers
The following recent papers may be of interest to
membars working in teerage sexuality field.

“Termination of early human praanancy with RU 484
imifepristonel and prostaglandin analogue
Sulprostone; A multi-centre, randomized comparizon
between two treaiment reqimens.”

WHO Task force en pezt-ovulatory methodz for
fartility regulation.

Humar: Reproduction (1983 4 hi1718-725

Early pregnancy (amenorrhiosa of upto 49 days) was
effectively terminated by using combination
regimens of RU 436 and im sulprostone. A
aulticentre trial used twice daily RUMB& for three
gr fowr days and prostaglandin was qiven on the
morning of the last day. There was no difference
in autcome between the two reaimes and they were
overall L succasful. This provides an acceptable
medical aiternative to surgical treatment of early
Pregnancy.

* £ ¥ *

"Irhibition of Chlamydia Trachomatiz arowth in
erdometrial cells by copper; Fossibia ralavance
for the use of the copper IUCD" - Keinman =t al
Contraception 3% 6 £63-8677 - 1299

Chlamydia infaction can 9o undetected in voung
peopie and l=ad to pelvic inflammatory disease PID
and infertility. PID increasss among women using
intrauterine centraceptive devices. The above
rasearch paper re explores the isszue of cCopper
containing IUCDs protecting against infection and
concludes that copper ions appear to reduced the
growth of chlamydia in cultured endometrial cells,
Thus it iz pozsible that in vivo the copper ions
leaching from cepper IUCDs will inhibit infection
with chlamydia and thus reduce PID.

¥ ¥ * ¥

"Sexual activity, contraception, genital
infections and cervical cancer; support for
sexuatly transmitted dizeaze hypothesis”
Slattery at al American Jourrnal of Epidemioloagy
{19189 130 - 2; 248-153

Factgrs identified as alterima the risk of
cervical cancer in a aroup of 266 womeh with
cancer in situ or cervical squamous cell carcinoma
and 408 controls were:- having numerous parthers:
the current mate having had many partners; using
foam or jelly as a contraceptive;. trichomoras
infection; herpes simplex infection. [t would
appear that cervical cancer can be looked upon az
a2 sexually transmitted disease although the
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transmiszibla agent it not known. U=ing barrier
mathods of contracepiipn such as condom or
diarhragm appear tg be protective. Other factors
such zs C13arette smoking have also been
implicated and it is probable that saveral
anviroemmental and interrelated factors act
together in a miitifactorial way.

] x * £

"Attitudes of Indian Adolescents”
biresh Bhugra and Michael King, British Jewnal of
Bexual Medicine - December 1987 pd438

135 north Indian ieenagers in two schools were
given a questicrnaire concarning social, 3exual
and moral attitudes. The results wera classified
as traditienal or liberal bazed om the author's
knowledge of local customs. The questionnaire,
based on Schofields 1963 study of sexual attitudes
of young people, showed that the majority of
Indian tzenagerz held traditional views and were
not gverly influenced by their teenage

"sybculture’ or pesr pressure as were Schofieid’'s
British adplescents. The boys were more likely to
te liberal than the qirlz but on the whole the
individuation seen in western cultures appeared to
be lacking. It was surmized that the traditional
family struciuwre was imporiant in determining
theze conzervative values,

Teenage Parenthood
The Way Forward

Residential Conference at Boddington Hall, University
of Leeds, on 2/3 July 1994.

For teenage parents* and those who work with them,
An opportunity to share ideas and concerns sbout
education, training, housing, childcare and heaith issues,

Speakers, workshops, exhibitions.
Cost ET0*

* rooms with cots
creche
* some bursaries available

TFor further information contact:

Hilary Pratt

YWCA Yorkshire Regional Office
Lovell Park House

22 Lovell Park IIill

Leeds LST7 IDF

Organised by The YWCA of Great Britain in conjunction
with Wester [lailes Education Centre, Edinburgh.
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YOUTH SUPPORT HOUSE

AFTER SCHOOL PLAY SCHEME

and HOLIDAY CENTRE

13 CRESCENT ROAD
BECKENHAM BRIZNF

tel 0B1 650 6296

After school open Monday to Friday 3.30 to 5.30pm
{longer hours available by arrangement}

Fees €20 per child includes drink and biscuits,
A more substantial meal provided at small extra charge on regquest.

Holiday Centre In school holiday periods g§.30am to 5.30.

Fees E55 for school hours (9am-3.15pm} including lunch and drinks.
Additional £5 for breakfasts for early attenders.

Added €20 for late extension (3.15pm-5.30pm).

Special excursions may incur extra charges.

HORIZON

WHAT IS GOING_ON_AT YOUTH SUPFORT HOUSE? examines the global problem
We now have nursery places available for under of teenage pregnancy
fives, an after school playscheme and a holiday
centre all of which operate on a fes paying of
subsidiced placement baszis.

The residential section for teenagers aged 11-18
iz opening on 1zt May. Flease publicise this in
your area. We have highly specialised staff and a
pretty unique service for teenagers whe require
educatien and care in a residential setting. As
with atl rew units, the start wp period can be
difficult, we need to publicise our services in
order to obtain referrals and the house will not
really take shape wntil we have four or five
residents.

While we wait for the house to take shape, the
staff are rapidly losing theirs - our new cook
firgala is producing such marveilous meals that
people are actually dropping in to have lunch
with the children - arnd quite where three and
four vear olds put ail the extra helpings I do
not know!

* % ¥ *

WAIT FOR IT __......
OUR NEXT ISSUE WILL BE FRODUCED ON OUR NEM LASER PRINTER!:

¥ * ¥ ¥

ANYONE KNOW A CELEBRITY WHO WOULD ATTEND OUR OFFICIAL OPENING 77
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Elephant job.s

3-7 Stamford Street
London SEF 9NT

0(-928 2726

tor over 100 years various charitable Settlements have been
lelping local communities throughout the London area. Iwe such
Settlements, Blackfriars and Cambridge House and Talbot, worked

in Southwark and Lambeth.

n 1975 an aware group of the full time and voluntary workers
Lecane concerned with what seemed to be the onset of structural
inemployment in an area hit hard by Dock closures and
-eloecation of {its Printing dindustry. The local rate of
memployment was 10Z against the natlional average of %.4X. The
Jeed to create jobs and provide training in skills and

approaches to work was clear.

ant Jobs praject began in 1975 offering workshops in
El;glﬁie‘:::lere the gkifls ware not too difficult and workers
-ould learn end improve., Close to the Elephant and Castle, its
1im was to provide useful work for wyouth and adults. George
quddock, the prasent Managing Director, joined in 1979 and in
rebruaty 1980 Elephant Jobs moved to Tress House, 1ts currant

addreesa.

In I1983, Elephant Enterprises was set up to provide workshop
and office apace, egquipment, support and advice to groupa or
individuals to develop skills and potential to create their own
jobs and businesses. Free for 6 months, they could use the
space and support for a further year at minimal cost as the

pusiness developed.

(n 1985 the Youth Training Scheme was extended to & 2 year
programme and Elephant Jebs continued its work of providing a
~rucial bridge for school leavers and young unemployed,
esearch by Elephant Jobs showed little support for unemployed
/T5 leavers. A new project entitled The Next Step was piloted
ror 18 months in 1986 in an attempr to address this problem.
iesults showed a significant number of young people leaving YTS
;chemes without a job found purpose, direction and were helped
nto work and further training through counselling, information

wnd advice.

at the start of the 90's in an area of high youthw
E:::gioyment and poverty, many face & multiple of problems
thich puts employment, further education and training as a
ower priority than issues such as literacy, numeracy and
ousing. Their previous experience has resulted in a lack of
onfidence and esteem. MNext Step, building on the success of
he pilot, aims to focus work on the Post YIS age group
roviding advice, information and counselling, assisting young
eople to gain access to the opportunities open to them.

Talde care
of theone

love
f??ﬁ Q ﬂ

available from NAC
4 wild court
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L Youth
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House |

A caring community, tailored fo the
needs of young people.

We aim te provide the sort of
residential placement which will
not harm ar ‘institutionalise’. Our
youhg people wiil be equipped with
the =kills which they will need in
order io swrvive and succeed in our
‘modern’ world.

We are now in the 'caring nineties’
- did you kriow that?! Nevertheless
places like ours are still needed.
If vou care - help us to continue
supparting youth.

Inquiries regarding placements of
residents or day cases to
YOUTH SUPPORT HOUSE €81 650 4296

" Are You My Sister, Mummy?2” reports the findings of over ten
years work with more than 150 very young girls, their boyfriends,
families and children, telling their poignant stories in a
compassionate and empathetic manner.

Name:
Address:
Tel. No:
l enclose € in payment for the fellowing:
FORUM MEMBERSHIP £20 per annum £
Copies

“"AREYOU MY SISTER, MUMMY" @£10 = £
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plight of the children in South America however ig
appalling by any standards. The Sunday express
magazine in february 1990 carried the story "The
sewerz and scrapheaps of Colombia are alive - not
with rate, but with desperate children scratching
out an existence ac beagars and thieves _." Jaime
Jarmilic set up a charity "Los Ninos de los Andes”
where some of the 'rescued’ sireet urchins can be
rehabiittated and given some respite from forading
and sewer living, however those helped are only a
drop in the ocean. '
Both in Colombia and in Brazil, where it is
estimated that there are 12 million strest
children, death squads have been trying to reduce
the problem another way - 624 children under the
age of 17 were murdered in the eighteen morith
period between 1st Jaruary 1988 and july 1983, In
Colombia the bodies began appearing in May 1983
and were attributed to shootings by a paramilitary
group ‘Death to Gamins'.
Life iz infact beceming harder for street youth
throughout the world, many are forced to practise
‘eurvival sex’ and whatever drugs they can lay
thair hands on help to blot cut the pain and
hunger. In New York , there has been shown to be a
close correlation between crack use and HIV
positivity to the extent that crack users were
unhable to practise safe sex until they gave up the
drug. Street youth can therefore be considered a
very high risk group for HIV infection. How
important is thiz? We see very little AIDS in
teenagers and this can engender a false sense of
security, however consider that 20X of AIDS
sufferers in the USA were infected with HIV virus
as teeragers and that will put the problem in
perspective.
Child_Rights The United Natiens in Novemeber 19239
adopted an internationail convention te protect the
rights of children and young peorle. The
convention on the righis of the child is an update
of a declaration made in 1959. The main paints are
that all persons under the age of 18 years have
the right to PROVISION - of health care, services,
education; PROTECTION from harmful acts and
practices and PARTICIPATION - the right to be
heard in decisions affecting their own lives. This
all sounds wonderful on paper, but one wonders how
it will work in practice, after all 3,000 chiidren
were detained in the first eight weeks of the
Gouth African state of emergency in 1996 - and can
one provide health care in deprived areas by
passing laws?
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LETTERS to
TEENAGERS

Introductory Notes

Background

In 1985 78,922 babies were born to mothers in England
and Wales who were under the age of 20. 9,406 girls
under the age of 16 became pregnant, 4,169 wenton to
have their babies while 5,237 terminated the pregnancy
through lega) abortion {Office of Population Census
and Surveys).

The HMSO Report Teenage Mothers and their
Partners (1986) showed that teenage mothers are
s_lgmfncantly more likely to experience difficuities with
flnqnce, housing. educationat and employment oppor-
tunities, and social isolation than other mothers.

Letters to Teenagers

This YWCA booklet contains letters weitten by teenage
parents. They have written as if to ateenage penfriend,
outtining many of the difficultias they have experi-
enced. The aim is to encourage young people to
cansider the consequences of unplanned parenthood.

These letters were writien as part of a DES funded
study project. An education pack will be available in
the autumn of 1880. The YWCA welcomaes comments
about the booklet and an evaluation sheet is included.

Using the Booklet

The booklet is designed for use in schools as part of
sex education and in subject areas such as child-care
and social studies. in youth groups the letters may
forrn the basis for group discussion or rola play.

The letters are targeited at young pecple aged 13 years
upwards. Some ideas for using the letters are outlined
at the heginning of the hooklet,

The Education {No. 2) Act 19B6 states that wheve sex
education is given to pupils it should ‘ancourage those
pupils to have due ragard to moral considerations and
the vaiue of family life’. The DES circular 11/87 states
that teaching about physical aspects of sexual
behaviour should be set within a clear moral frame-
work, and heip pupils to ‘appreciate the benefits of
ﬁtab{lﬁ married life and the responsibilities of parent-
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