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Letier from the Editor
Do=ar Colleague,

Here we are again at the end af anather year - well, more importantly, at the beginnirag of
another new y=ar - in fact a new decade!

Thank you to all the people who have helped keep things going this year - the journal
circulation is now over B4, very sncouraging, and I hope it will continue to rise. This is
unfortunately also that time of vear when I have tp remind everyone about subscriptiens, 1 know it is a
Fain but unforturnately we do have to ask vou all fer vour £20. Of course some kind souls paid twe years
in advance lazt year so to them, thankz very much and ignore this reminder.

Chrictmas is of course a 1ime when charitiez put on a big effort but [ sometimes feel that it
alzo brinas, as Bob Geldef calls it, ‘compassion fatigue'. =o Youth Support are not making any
particular Christmas appeal but we are getting some toys for the rursary from Capital Radio foyer.

Gur mext fund raising effort ic a small one on new vear's day - o as o start the decade with
pneumoria, we are having the ice break swim! Al welcome to jein in - details or the next pags. [{ will
be a splendid opportunity to werk aff some pf those extra catories - the colder it is, the more caleries
your body will peed te burn off in order for you to survive im the water! And of caurse the dip will be
z wohderful cure for thie new year's eve hangover - hgpe you are coming to the party!

We are including the remaining speeches fram the 19th Octeber meeting in this iszue with the
transcript of zome of the discuszion. In the last issue we advertised the Dublin meeting of
rehabilitation International in may 1998, If anyone wants further information, please write in., We ar=
trying to arrange for a Youth Support arcup io 9o to Dublin s0 please let me know if vou want to be
iR luded.

Other news - Youth Support House iz coming along well, we have the basics done now and should be
opening on schedule on 1st Jarwary 1990 - we still need a few items of furniture and Couid do with sowe
help 1o get a 'safe play area’ - one with wood chips underfooi; alse we nead seconcd hand computer
equipment and any ideas on how we can borrow a minibus for the first iwe weeks in january?

Staff changes on our commitize - Geoff Ball has JTeft us and retired up north - we welcome Sheila
Fope as chairperser of our rursery committee,

Finally I wish you all happy chrisimas and a very prosperous hew year|

Pr Diana Birch MBBS DCH MRCP MD
Director "YOUTH SUPPORT".

Fatronz: Dame Joszephine Barres; Sir Frank Mills. CHARITY NGO 295039

APFLICATEON FOR_MEMBERSHIP OR_RENEWAL_OF THE “YQUTH_SUFPORT"
"FORUM_ON_ADOLESCENT HEALTH AND WELFARE®
FLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS AND SEND to:-
YOUTH SUPPGRT 230 Crystal Palace Park Road SE26 6UR

1 would tike to join /renew my mambership of the “FORUM_ON ADOLESCENT HEALTH AND WELFARE" [ enclose

NAME ..t a POSITION. ... ...
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EVENTS EVENTS EVENTS EVENTS EVENTS
EVENTS EVENTS EVENTS EVENTS

GRAND _NEW YEAR'S_EVE_PARTY!
COME AND DANCE INTO THE NEXT DECADE,
SET THE PACE FOR THE NINETIES,
HOUSEWARM OUR NEW CENTRE,
DN SUNDAY_31ST_DECEMBER 1987 AT 8.30pm
AT “YOUTH_SUPPORT_HOUSE”
13, CRESCENT ROAD,
BECKENHAM_ERZ_ZNF
RSVP TO HEAD DFFICE AT 30 CRYSTAL PALACE PARK ROAD 659 3309 / 659 793t
* ¥ 4 * ¥ ¥ 3 * % * ]
ANOTHER FIRST FOR YOUTH SUPPORT!
ICE_BREAK_SHIN ON_MONDAY_{ST_JONUARY 1990

M PMCRWICK BLILFR

.......... The things we do for charity!
No, we're not completely mad but on Menday izt January 1990 at lpm - we will be attempting a sponsored
ICE BREAK SHWIMN! ...
you may wizh to ~ Join us and get sponsers yourself

- SPONSOr WS
- come and watch {jeer) - bring your own rum toddies!
ar - give ys a donation to humour our mad attampt

Swim will fake place at :- 136, Court Lare, Dulwich, London SE21 - please ring beforehand 01 65% 7931 or

01 639 3309 if you wish to come. Report at 1Z.45 please and bring your own towsls etc. Swimmers will need

a helper with a hot drink and towel waiting for them! There are no facilities for refreshments at that
address but all swimmers w1II be walcome to come back to Youth Support for sustenance and resuscitiation
afterwards!. :

If you live far away - why not organise a local swim at the same time?
Sponsors will pledge an amount per LENGTH and per DEGREE FAHRENHEIT below 70F (that being average indoor
pool temperature) . So for instance if you pledge £1 and your swimmer does 2 lengths at a temperature of
48F (last year's reading) - vou pay 2 ¥ (70-88=22) = £44 (K? This vear may well be colder than last - it
is difficult for swimmers to do more than iwo lengths, because your muscles seize up!

SPONSORSHIP_FORNM

Name ... ... _

fddress ... ... Tel No ... .........

I wizsh to help deprived young people by janing in the “ICE BREAK SWIM" om 1.1.90. My sponsors are:-
Sponsor | Amount pledged {Temp F [lengths! TOTAL i

t_per dedree/ length I i i
I

]

| ! ! I

I ! i I |
I I ! I !
! | I i |
I ' i | i i
I i | | |
! i i I I
I I I I !
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Forum Meeting at Royal Society of Medicine 19th October 1987

“Teenage Foveriy_and_'welfare' bepefits and righis”

ANDREW KNOPS - Londen regional representative for "Child Foverty Action Greup” (CPAG)

1 am here ts talk about benefiis or lack of
henefits for the young thess days. Youth, poverty
arnd deprivation. Bmong teenagers and youth, we
$ind all the gsneral causes of poverty such as
unemp joyment, disability without sufficient
support and Tack of sarnings. It is close te
reaching a situation in thiz country at the moment
where because of the discrimination that exisis
soainst youna people - often totally upfounded -
we are detting to a stage where almost being young
is a cause of poverty in itzelf.

The legislation iz very complex but I think i1
iz important to gov through the main points hecause
there is a lot that we can do ourselves in
providing advice. Also i1 is imporiant wher anyone
ic dealing with voung poople to know just what the
fipancial side iz, and what kind of firancial
support they can expect, both while you are z2eing
them in an institution or outside that when they
try and make out for their own independence. It iz
thic independence or tack of 11 which is forced on
people. A lack of independence, that the lack of
state support perpetustes, that is really
scandalous. When early on in life they try to find
their way without some kind of financia! support,
it has increasingly haprened that individuals are
forced irto employments or career paths or life
patterns which they would really rather not fotlow
and this lasts right throughout their life ang can
lead te all sort of prefflems later on.

At the moment those who are between 16 and 17
are generally rot entitled to income support at
all. This was brought in with the Social Security
Act changes in 1986 which became effective in
April 1988, I1 did lead to an wproar especially in
the case of those who were estranged - had left
home - and therefore their primary source of
fipancial support - and for reasons not of their
own desiring - they had left because they really
could net stay - they were suffering abuse - guite
a number of that kind of case - and they were
still being cut back from any kind of state
herafit. The ore exception wag if you weni on to a
yoisth training scheme where vou could get £40 per
week - this wag all well and good and it forced

rced - it was
hot a proper wa3e that was being paid and they
were being asked to do work without prospecis. As
it turned out, the result was worse than that,
they didn't just have a limited choice of what
kind of =cheme they went on to; there was a afso
30,000 shortfall in the places. These places were
supposed to have been guaranteed =0 such a
shartfal) was scandalous! The Government was

forced to acknowledse this and they were also
forced to ackmowledge various other categories in
the situation where this rule of 6 and 17 vear
alds baing disqualified from benefit simply on the
ground of their age had to be waived and there now
ctands the following; If they are following the
YTS that stiil holds but there is slightly mere of
a choice: Thosa who because of their personal
circumstances cannot be expected to undergo
training (this includas lone parents and nembers
of a couple who have children}; those incapable of
work and training fonly when that is likaly to
last 17 menths or more! and thoze who are
registerad blind - women mere than 6 morthe
pregnant; persens caring for a sick elderiy
relatives and certain categories of refugees.

It is impartant to bear in mind thai although
the government have made these Cohcessions and it
took extreme pressure just to do that, that just
gets individuals ovar the first hurdle, the age
hurdle. They still have to satisfy all the
remainirg conditions that generally apply to the
payment of income support - and that iz the basic
mrinimum that the Government says no one should
fall below. In the past you had to prove yourseif
avaitable for work and case law had interpreted
the word availability to be an active state rather
than a passive state - it was not enough just to
wait around and hope that some employer would seek
you out you had te draw attention %o the fact that
you were seeking work - and that ime luded things
like looking through newspapers etc etc - going to
sian on at the Job Centre or whatever - but that
has been tightened up very much more and they have
now statutorily defined aglively seeking_work

Thare are a humber of steps such as loeking in
newspapers, there must be at least 2 to 3 sieps
must be taken per week and there must be proof of
these given. Some forms of seeking work will be
very difficult to prove, for instance if you work
in a specialist araa then it would be a good idea
just to ask on the specialist grapevine about
vacancies and personal contacts can be as valuable
as anything else, or if you are in an uniskiited
profession like dock work, turning up ouiside the
factory gates at the start of the week is the
recognised practice for getting that kind af
employment - these sort of things are going to be
difficult to prove.

The oid legisiation taid - you can limit
yourself to look for certain work so as long as
you are available for that kind ef work - having
regard to your old eccupation - previous
pccupation - but that dees not apply when you have
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0t someone coming out ef schoo!l who has not had
time to establish themselves in an eccupation.
You do not have an cccupation to refer back to.
Ornce they have surmounted ail these hurdles,
the amount that you get betwesn 16 and 17 is
£26_ 30 par wesk compared to £27.40 per waek which
you get if you are over 19 and to £24 90 per wesk
whick vou get if you are 29 or over. Thiz ig
another anomaly.

Atzo why should your rates go up? If you are at
tha over 25 rate vou get £1.35, if you are at the
under 23 rate you get £1 towards veuwr rates quite
how that differs with age I am not sure.

There iz alse & category of special hardship (now
this is really quite extraordinary) it allgws the
Secretary of State or his represeniative to
recagnise a particular case or a particular
category ac leading to special hardship- it is
entirely an administrative decision and the only
way to get that reviewed - is throush Judicial
Review and to Divisional Court ~ so the chances ef
this exception being brought inte play is minimal
- especially when a youngster is on the straet,
trying to 9=t a job or has run away from home. In
a nutszhel! therefore, when there iz spacial
hardship that parson, by virtue of at special
hatdship, carnot claim it ~ it ceeme to me that is
a political provise rather than an entirely
Fractical ona. '

So you have qot that situation and also on top of
that individualz as usual are not allowsd to clainm
benefit until the first Monday in September after
they have actualtly teft scheol so they have get
that delay anyway. If you Teek at a zituation
whete '

Surposing young people are deciding that it is a
Bit of a mightmare on the job market here and they
should get zome further qualificatiens, again that
iz very difficult to do presently - if you are
trying 1o do it on Inceme Support and tryina to
live away from home - there is something called
the 21 hour rule - if confact you have with an
Institution b it through classes, be it through
experiments - be 11 through lectures or whatever -
came tg 21 hours a week or less then you could
still contirwe 1o aet your Income Suppert.

There is going te be a major gap bhetwesn zchoc)
and continuirg with further education -~ vou have
got to wait for the firsi Monday in September and
then spend at least 3 months on YTS before
receiving benefit.

Then, of course, there is the question of
students - we zee a lean system is coming in now
it is being proposed - it is very very difficult
far those on lowar incomes to get into the loan
situation, apart from fear it could very well not
result in full employment afterwards, and I know I

came from & middle class backaround - s¢ paving
g¢ff a toan is g9o0ing to be preblematic plus in the
past studenis have been entitled to Housing
Banefit - it is means tested - it varies you get
less according io what you have coming in.  Why
the same rule can't apply right across the board
bazed on someone's income - you know a student
grant iz still ingeme - less fpr some people, more
for some peorie - why not assess i1 on the same
bacis - one single sxception in April will be that
there is no housing benefit if vou are a student -
full stop - and that has besn taken sut - another
examele of what can be termed pure discrimination
i the bensfit system.

What about someore who is trying to get work -
what iz the situation for tham for employment. The
fact is yvou have ta he emploved at the moment for
2 years in order to qualify for Employment
Frotection Rights. Before that time you can be
chucked out - wnfair dismizsal does not apply.
Even that relatively minor protection, that of an
Urign, iz denied {0 the voung until they have got
Z years experience, 2 years in emplovment and that
includes Maternity Rights which iz extremely
important for those who are actually tryina to set
themselves up afier the preagnancy after having a
child - as & young persofi. . S5ingle parents
them=alvas are ancther category. Se you have got
dizcrimination in the employment market., vou have
got discrimination in enterirg the empioyment
matket - you have got discrimination in entering
sducation az an atternative and a further source
of discrimination is housing, where it would be
extremsly difficult for vounger pesple - generally
relying on the rented zector - to get ints
accommadation and equally it is going to be
difficult for thoze whe in the past have used
khostels as a first step of moving away from homea
to continue to maintain themselves.

Hausing law comes irn - at the moment we have

“=zeen a deregulation of the private rented sector -

and the Housing ACY 1783 - basically landlords can
get away with a areat deal more - there is very
little protection given - there is vary little
right written in by Statute in an individual
centract - it is all open to negotiation and
basically what that means in the market place
teday is impesition of the rights of the person
who actually hag the property. There iz no room
for arqument. There i1s alse much more limitad
terwire these days, the new assured shorthold

temancies which most lardlords are now using mean

bazically they can chuck you out after & months.
It is being used in a very exploitative way in
Londor at the moment due to the problems with
mar tgages - they put people in sg as to continue
to get some income out of a property untit the
property -is saleable once again. There is very
little security of tehure or rights in that
situation and there are people who will
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gpecifically buy up properties, harrass people out
of them and sl them because they have goi them
at cheap cheap price to begin with and voung
people are particularly at risk from that. Alse
you have got situations where people in the past
usad to be able to book into a bed and breakfast
of any other form of hoctel and ofian when that
hostel chargsed the price, vou could get out of it
a meal cost - alterratively whers there were no
cooking facilitiss nome whatsoevr - then ar amount
would be ircluded towards the cost of these meals
becauce they wers geing to be more pricey than if
vou had yvour own place and you can buy your own
stuff and cook your own s¢ an ameunt would be
inciuded ir the Income Support - there was a
gpacial rate for borders - now that has gene as of
the 1=t October thiz year. So now these people
live oft income suppert, they have their housing
berefits paying for the accommodation anly and the
amount that they have o pay for their meals is
net covered at all. :

Mow of course we have the poll tax which iz part
housing and part individual. This is gaim to
cause prohlems for muliiocoupancy heuwses and larde
families with teenagers over the age of 15, their
bBille will g0 up considerably.

So you can be tn a catch 22 situation, as a
teshager. where you cannet stay at home because it
costs too much and causes friction and when you
move and laok for cheap accomodation, you still
have to pay vour poll tax entirely instaed of just
a share of the rates bill as before. Only the
homeless are exempt. zo 9ot out of your home, vou
carmot be traced, get off your electoral register
tut alse you have to 9=t your name off all local
directories, even the lacal Tibrary and swimming
popl records which can be used o trace vou for
coll tax. So this is causing the emergence 0z an
upderclass, who have nothing to thank the state
for and whe are alienating themgelves more and

= f the state. Th e being hit “C'IO" ' -
s e o -5 Bath Street
spciety. They are becoming dizenfranchised and Gm“p London Ec Iv 9PY

rootless, an underclass devoid of the values of
the local authorities and devoid of ties with the
loca) commurity. These pzople are thus less able
to cortribute to society and thue to plan and help
huidd a society in which they can participate. We
thus have real poveriy in this country, younq
pesple starving and homeless, drifting. The
homeless who have no address cannet claim
tenefits, cannot get help ard ance they have an
address, they will be slammed for poll tax. At the
moment it is really rather frightening for a2 young
person who i thirking of leaving heme. '
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“Childhoad to motherhood - Where iz adolescence far a girl from a developing country?”
Malika Ladiali - International Planned Parent Federation.

I am just a woman from a developing country. I
tove the way you talk about discrimimation, but I
am g0ina to discriminate and I am aoing te talk
about female adoiescaniz who frem the very
beginning have had ne voice, no risht to speak, =o
[ am go0ing to give them a veice tenight, and I am
geing, for the moment ito forget about the men.

taet us Toock at some facts: from the world
ferttiity survey in the third worid it was shown
that deathe betwsan the ages of one and five ars
muckh higher far girils than for boys;: in Banaladesh
4 put of 5 iteenage girls are mothers; in Africa 3
out of 4 and in soutk America tha level of
Fregnancy in 17 year olds is 39%. These are facts
werth dizscussina.

Mow I will talk about a World that I am more
famiiiar with, the world that I am part of, that
iz the Arab and Musiim world. Mow in the Muslin
wor 1d, there ig N ADOLESCENCE - especially for a
femala. Now az zoon as she starts her perieds, che
becomes a danger for thie family and that i=
barauze she has something called virginity or
tyman. In the Muslim werld and in Arab society,
the qirls bady dges not beleng te her; it belongs
first of &1l te Dady and then te her brothers, and
the probilam iz that this body iz seen az adanger
to the family, she is like an unexpleded bomb in
the middie of the household. And fizr that she
will belong 1o her husband.

Ha ara in 1989 1 would Tike to remind you of that
because vou may believe that 1 am speaking about
the last century, but no, in 1989 3 9irt in a firab
country, when she gets married, needs &
certificate of virginity. It ic a muzt. I will
tell you some stories. In Rlgeria they used to go
to doctors and ask for a certificate of virginity
and girls being girls. they often were worried
about whethar they still had their virginity, so
they would send their younger sisters. Now however
the system has changed and all certificates of
virginity have to have the photagraph of the gir]
gn the certificate and the docter must siamp the
picturat

[ would like to follow thje theme af tonigkt by
saying a few words about adeption. In arab
countries there is no such thing as adoptien. The
okly exception is in Tunjsia. However, although
there iz no adoption, thers are children born aut
of wadlock. First of all they are not recognised,
they are neot citizens, their existence is not
recoghised at all. So what does an adolescent de
whari zhe 15 pregnant.

Sometimes it is incest, somelimes rape,
cometimez she does net know she is presnant.
Sometimes the g9irt comes to & doctor and says
could che be delivered by cesaerean so that it
will not show that she has had a baby.

There are only two thinags which she can do,
either kill her child when he is born, or try to
cope with the complicity of the mother - because
they usually #ind a woman to help them and it is
pften the mother - the mpther will =cream and cry
at first, but then she will kelp, it is the only
thing she can do, only a woman can help this
adolescant girl. Tha techager will 90 to the
hozpital and will deliver the child and then?
Sometimes $he mother will pretend the baby is hers
but often this is rot the case.

Sg9 what can happeh to this baby? I% may seem
radical to cay s¢ - but the best thing that can
happar: to that chiid is death! How do we kriow what
happans to these children anyway? They officially
do not exist so0 there are ng statistics. There is
no adoption, some children could be placed in
familiez hut theh you camnat qive them vour name!
So they cannot be taker home and raised with these
familisz, thay are always different. S¢ aftan the
children are abandoned. We have a 500 per 1,040
death rate for these childran one in twe will die!
and the other ones have many problems.

S¢ thiz i= a sad picture. [ wender abaut sex
education. Today | reviewed a very valuable film
sn ALDS prevention for tesnagers and 1 thought,
how would this film ever he seen in Algeria or in
Iran - it really is just a dream - not even the
year 2,0001 Adolezcenis 1 know would love to be
able to live like others - Nerth Africa iz only
two hours from France, only twe hours from [taly
and the tourists come in and they see the
difference. But I am net totally pessimistic, =g
my copclusion will be through three eptimistic
stories. We have people who will take a child,
mainly steriie couples [of coursze in sterils
courles it is always the woman's fault and a man
may diverce and remarry two or thres times to get
a child but it is never the man's fault! - what 1
think is =ncourazing is that the sterile couples
who will adopt a child., that is raise the chiid
but not give it a nams, they will adopi more
daughters than sens. So sometimes qirls are
Wantad.

I the summer [ was in East Mzlasia in the
iungle, starting a nutrition programme and we went
ta thje villages at night to speak to them. We
azkad them to choose wemeh leaders so that we
could discuss the proagramme with them. The men
chose old women, non sexual and not a threat -
this was a moslem city- but the women all chose
ado lescent girls, because they had besn to scheol
for one two or three ysars. 1 thought that was
very important that wemen chose their daughizrs to
be leaders - very optimistic.

-page 7~



Forum mesting - 174h Gcipbeyr 1553

biana Birch:- Thare are some points which [ would
like te take up on the poverty aspect. One of the
articies in the rewspapers this wesk which veu
probably z11 saw was the article in the Star about
“Sharen - hemeless pregnant and beas for foed” -
saye a 1ot that article really - says a ot too
about jourmalism. Thisz sert g¢f thing comes up
evary =0 often and whenever this happens we get in
touch with them and zay "Well, Dk, you'ra worried
zbout this are you, Well how about helping, how
about having an appeal, kow abeut giving us some
money?” and the answer i always a resounding NO!
even when 1t's one of our girls who iz in the
picture. S0 they said ne too.

(e of the points that Nona Dawson from Bristel
was wantitg to make related to something we hawve
beer dizcuszing for sometime. One of the pieces
from the CPAG report which we published in the
journal related to teenage mothers and benefits.
Welfare berefitz for mothers under the age of 18
are considersbly fess than those for mothers over
the age of 1T although thay actually heed more
morey it my oFinion. And of course if you are
under 16 you gel nothing - Thig is what Nona 2 )
wanted Yo bring up - " The position of the . AN gas

schoolgir) mother, who after leaving full time D : g B RS
education wishes to take part in a Y75, she will _ i :
b in receipt of income support for herself and ; ' -

her child but will receive no financial P ;
assisstance towards child care during training. In Ef,g:g';*ﬁﬁ-_g:g,ﬂ:;f;a;
cost analysis of the situation, the §tate m’?l .dfoll:;d’c;’rf'.';{cﬂ;::::g BL: .
tose out because these vaung women will remain for i’sluat 14 years old. She’S\x
. , . 1 100,000 kids who hea

a longer period on state aid being unable to get Ewhrlilht lights every yei. — x
. B . hen fa
jobs

In fact this is something which came up over and
over again in our survey af schoolair] mothers,
that while they are presnant you get them one to
agrie tuition, home tuition er whatever and they get
interested in doing something again and then
afterwards they cannot go to college and cannot
get a job because they cannot aet day care and
have rpt got the maney to pay for day care.

pray o an evi! army of

inps and petvers.

DOUBLE MESSAGES?

These articles appeared on consecutive pages of &
national newspaper ~ page three sexuwal titilation
and oversexed starg - pregnant 14 vear eld begging
in the street - what are we saying 1o the young? -
Perhaps that it would be better for & young airl
to strip for ore of the newspapers or 90 to bed
with 5,000 men rather than to make the mistake of
lsoking for love in the arms of her beyfriend and
falling pregnant. I wonder wher= the "pimps and

e

perverts come in?

Andrew Knops:; - It has been a real problem because
it alzo ties in with availability for work - if
you cannot accept work without day care then vou
are not technically available far werk and can
lose berefits. There is also no lezal ghligation
o local authorities to provide services and day

. care. Tha poll tax may make a difference because
services are likely to be cut to cover costs.
There iz no state provisien, child care is
depandant on local authorities.

Diana Birch:- Hedi, I think that when you were
talking about the little child playing on the

floor and leskina for moiher [ was thinking that
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what helped me to understand about young people
needing to separate was when [ hsard John Bowlby
talking about his theeries of attachment he was
caying that an infant neads ta be able to explors
the werld from a secure base ard that an
adnlescent needs to be able to do sxactly the same
they can go out and stay out late and =0 on
krowing that they have a securs base hack at home

Hedi Argent;-and it is very difficult for them to
de it if they have had no axperience of doing it
as a child -~

BE; - precizely, which is why they have to learn do
it again thraugh the process vou wers describing.

Rebert Birch; - What 1 would like te ask about it
the other side of the question, What makes p=gpie
want to adopt an adolescent?

Hedi Argent;- Several things, some people like
baira parents most, they are net decoirs, or
sychologiets etc and mayba they have not had much
satisfaction out of the rest of their lives but
they have beaen very g¢ad parents, and I have knowr
families where the husbands have retired early in
orger to adopt difficult children because that iz
where their szaticfaction lies. They have had their
erdirary family with ordinary kids and now they
can take on something more difficult. There are
some who fezl that they need to do zemething to
say thank you, but as lona as heir needs meet the
childe need, [ don't think it matiers what their
motivation is.

RE; - But vou have an age limit do you?

Hedi Argent:- Np., One of our mest succesful cases

was after an opeh meeting when an old lady was
seen crying ih the corner and che said that she
toved children so much but nobody would ever place

ene with her, becauss she was 60. So | =aid if you
take a child of 15 or 6 who won't live long and
she adopted a 14 year old boy with cystic fibrosis
who had a two year life expectancy - he lived to
25 but she still outlived him.

DE;- Malika, when you speak of the young girl
going to hospital to have her baby and being
dependant on the help of a woman, often her mother
as the only person she can rely on; how often does
it happen that they pretend that the baby belongs
to her mother, and that the child goes back into
the family?

Malika Ladjali:- This ic very interesting because
when the country produced a natianal census, from
time to time we have a2 woman of B4 having perhaps
a baby four years old and insisting that this is

ay baby. Usually though they may go and have the
baby somewhers far away and forget about ii, come
back without the baby. But things are improving -
ten years ago infaniicide was very common and 20X
of womeni in jails were there for infanticide. It
is changing, a little bit because of abortion but
it is very difficult because the Keran is very
clear on this. Une of the reasens against adoption
is that if vou adept and g9ive a child vour name,
you witl never knaw it that child may unknowing
then meet a relative and fall in love and then
that would be incest. The problem iz that a woman
might come or an abortion and may be zeven months
pregnant - so¢ what can you de?

Sonta McCarthy: - Andrew, 1 understood that the 21
hour rule was discretionary is that 07

fndrew Enops;- No it i= statulery. You have tp be
atiending & course analegous to a Y75 or a cowsa
of advanced education ai & college or school. Then
you have to be willting to give that up if a
vacancy COmes up.

Audietce: - Andraw, you describe the homeless
drifting vouth ~ with & celd winter coming on do
you forgses that we will have the situation of
young homeless titeraly dying on the streets?

Andrew Kneps; -There ars people on the streetis rot
beina lopked after, withpout benefits, there are
squatz but how many people like this young airl
beqaing on the street have actualy had their baby
on the street -~ maybe they have net g0t in touch
with home, or helr either partly they do not want
to g6 outside the few contacts they have made,
they are not rushing into hostels, but there are
rot the hostels thera to hold them - so yas that
is & poszibility.

DE:- Well we have 1o remember that it is not only
inn Africa that people are having habiss on the
street, a couple of times a year here we zee
headiines, baby found dead in park, naw born baby
found and that zort of thing so it would seem that
whatever the needs of young people are - we are
net meeting them.

fAndrew Knops:- One thing which I think is
important is that a group such as your's should
keep abreast of the legal changez, you are an
important contact point for the vourm and it is
through vou that they can find out about their
rightz. Also vou can collect case studies,
statistics. These cases can get lost, be ignored,
we need to note them and put forward the
difficulties - the government are not
hightlighting them but we have to put them forward
s that the qovernment do not get away with these
things.
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towbown - This tew project haz besn started in Northampton by Paul Griffiths (who spoke at our RSM
meeting in 1987 . Paul was the initiator of Childlina and is now training officer with the NSPCL. We
hope that Youth Support House and bowlown will be cooperating in a joint venture in providing 'zafe’
counseiling to abused tesnagers.

{1l
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NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS
fnniversaries - It seems that a Tet of our
arganisations are having 25th birthday
celebrations - in the last issue we congratuiated
the Brook on 25 years and 1990 will be the 25th
antiversary of the founding of CPAG (Child Faverty
action Group). But after 25 years haw far have we
progressed?. The Breek's pioneering work has
certainly provided services for tesnagers which
could never have been envizaged 2 generation ago,
I certainly romenber when I was at medical schoal
that Famiiy planning was carried sut practically
in secrat, with women coming in through the side
door of the ¢linic and having to declare that they
were married before they were given contraception
~ wWe have come a very long way if we look at that
- after all how many iypes of condoms can & voursg
rerson buy now? T recently went to Boots to buy &
few samples for a talk [ was giving and the
assistant told me 1o make swre I got all the
colgured and ribbed ores or the children would
think I didh't know as much as they did. -"You
have to pretend vou're one step ahead vou knpw!"
However, dezpite this progress on one side, on the
other hand we have constant throats to women's
rights and 1o the freedom to plan pregnancies in
the constant chalienges to the abertion act and
attacks on sex education.

The underclasses Andrew ¥niops in his talk at the
Royal Sociaty meating higklighted the problems of
a post yguth sociely who are increasingly
alienated and distanced from society by the
poverty trap that they find themselves in. Charles
Murray, a political scientist (5 bit of 2 non
sequitor I think!} wrote an articie in the Sunday
Times magazine of 26th November titlad
“Underclass”. He pestulates that "The alienated
poor are devastating fmerica’s cities - iz the
same happening here?”. He defines underclass "not
only by it's poverty, btut by a refuzal to
integrate with mainstream society”. ficcording to
Murray this underclass can be identified by three
early warning sianals; illegitimacy, violert crime
and drop- out from the labour force. [ quote
“Britain has a growing population of woarking aged,
healthy paople who tive in a different world fram
other Britons, who are raisina their children ts
live i it and whose values are contaminating the
Yife of entire neighbourhoods. _."

In the fight of what we have heard from Andrew
knops about teenage poverty and what we already
krow about the poverty trap and the cycle of
peverty which young mothers can find themselves
trapped in {I refer you to "Schoelgir] pregnancy-
a culture of poverty" in issue 2.2}, 1 find
Murray's comments facetious and =litist. What also
angers me is the way he is actually quoting
information about families on the Nerth Peckham
estate, families who | have worked with, an estate
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that ! have visited day and night for the best
part af ten yearz - to diemiss them all as an
whderclass would seem 1o me to be a gross
dizzervice. The danger is that when pzeudo
scientific and plausible, but flawed
"intelisctual evidence' iz put forward in this
way, ithere will be some, perhaps in high places,
who will fasten upon such arguments to condems
rather than help. Such theories, after all, dispel
all possible guilt which the "haves' may feel
regarding the 'have nols’ . Deserving poor in your
awn back yard are a threat - an undeserving
underclass can legitimatety be stamped on.
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Computer-assisted detection and
intervention in adolescent high-risk
health behaviors

David M. Papermy. M. June Y. Aono, pnD. Robert M. Lehman. MD,
sherrel L. Hammar, MD, and Joseph Rissef, MD °

Frorm the Deportments of Pediatics, Univarsity of Hawol Schoot of Medicine, Koiser Perma-
nents Medical Care Program, and Tripler Aimy Medical Center, Honohuly, Howad

secause adolescents avoid bringing senslilve issues, such as substance abuse,
sulclide, and sexual aclivily, fo pediaticians, and may fait fo reglize that they
need healih education or services, a computer program was designed fo faci-
itate reporiing of high-risk psychosocial and health behaviors and o provide
specific health cdvice and referral for timely professional intervention. Com-
puter printouts done anonymously by a random sample of 265 adolescents at-
ter o physical examination ware compared with those of a matched group of
204 who wers predirecied jo share the printout with the clinician at their exam-
tnclions. The former sliclied more posiiive responses fo ssnsitive health prob-
tems, but both compuler groups responded significantly more often about most
high-risk lssues thon a maiched wititen questicanalre group of 284 Almost all
adolescents sakd that they reported true lntormation fo the computer and read
all the Information it prinfed. Expertence with 3327 feenagers demonsiraled that
89% prefered the compuler over g quesiionnalre or penonal inferview, but
nearly all were wititng to share the printout with the pediatrician, which should
factitate clinical evaluation. The nonjudgmental compuler can identity prob-
lom areas and deliver automated medical advice and referral. Aulomaoted
health assessment and educaiton may become a usefu! adjuncl foraddressing
adolescent health lssues. (J Peiate 1989, H5:xxx10)

Teen Health Computer Programmes Yes, we finally have the feen hea)th computer programmes for healih
sducation. At the moment we are in the process of customising them for Youth Support. One of ths
proarammes was demonsirated at the RSM meeting, thank you to Anthea page for being our "teenager' for
tha night! Getiing the programmes proved hazardous - they were ordered in good time but had failed to
atrive only a few days before the mesting. Harrassed telephone calls were made to Hawaiil to have them
dispatched by couriers - who were closed in Lenden, i1 being midniakt, and would be closed in Horolulu
when they opened in London, there being a 12 hour time difference! DHL refused to send little red }ires
searing round the globe as in the TV advert - a blatant misrepreseniation. We were advised ta get
federal express couriers - panic had struck in by now as the receptionict answered the phone at lam -
PLEASE will you kelp us, we must get some computer programmes fram Hawaii it 24 hours! “Serry, dear,
could be a bit difficult - you see we're a minicab cempany!” With visions of London Jaxis struagling o
Hawaii University with steam hissing from their overheated engines, we ware given the number of Federal

Express International - “We get a 1ot of calis for them dear” - "0Oh yes, we can get the discs here far
yoli in 24 hours, but it will take us two days to get started!” - Eventually an idea dawned, as daylight
did ais0, -... we used our computers! The programmes were sent by modem!

............... HAPFY CHRISTMAS!!
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