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ABSTRACT

Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI's) and unintended pregnancy inflict adolescents worldwide.  Although threre are many perceptual & behavioral differences among the various cultures across the world, the contraction of STI's and getting pregnant are exactly the same no matter one's ethnicity, race or cultural beliefs.

It is imperative to teach our youth about the reproductive system, so that they can truly understand how one becomes pregnant and how one contracts an STI.  this will allow them to make educated decisions and to take the necessary preventive measures.

My colleague and I plan to present the above information along with the

following:  We plan to discuss the difference(s) between viral and bacterial STI's along with PREVENTION and treatment options.  In terms of pregnancy, we will discuss abstinence along with the many different barrier and hormonal birth control methods.

Our ultimate goal is to enlighten our audience by having them first understand "how" one becomes pregnant and "how" one contracts an STI so that they will truly understand the workings of and the importance of preventing each.

We hope to get the audience to engage in active discussion about this topic and to have them come away from the presentation with a true understanding of the above so that misperceptions regarding sex, pregnancy, and STI's will be nullified.  We want them to be empowered, to know their options, and to ultimately make intelligent/educated decisions in order to prevent STI contraction and/or unintended pregnancy. 
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