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abstract:

The importance of health professionals working in conjunction with consumers has been outlined in the NHS Plan for England (Department of Health, 2000). As a consumer of health care and developing autonomy in relation to their health, services need to be provided which are responsive to young people's needs. To achieve this young people's perspectives must be considered. The Children’s National Service Framework (Department of Health, 2003) also states the importance of stakeholders'perspectives in child and adolescent health. 

The United Kingdom has the highest rate of teenage pregnancy in Europe (Teenage Pregnancy Unit, 1999; 2004), Chambers et al (2001), Mawer (1999), Spear (2001)and there is a rising number of Sexually Transmitted Infections among young people (Toleman and Schofield, 2001).

The presentation will give an overview of the Qualitative research study undertaken with adolescents age 15-18, in relation to their perceptions of healthcare providers and the sexual health provision in three boroughs of East London. The presentation will also outline the background to the research, methods utilised, findings, conclusions and recommendations for practice.
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