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Project Abstract: It has been widely recognized that the Internet has had and will to continue to have a profound effect on consumers’ access to health information, particularly adolescents. Given the breadth and variability of the quality of the information, it is critical that young people are able to identify and distinguish credible sources of information and determine the quality of the information provided.   In order to provide adolescents with the skills needed to assess the quality of Internet sites and increase their capacity for effectively managing their health care needs, educators and policymakers are challenged to develop appropriate materials to help students successfully and responsibly navigate the information highway.  To assist educators and policymakers in meeting this challenge, this project will:

· describe the health, educational and other policies currently in place that facilitate and/or hinder adolescents’ access to the Internet;

· determine the nature, content and presentation of health information on popular Internet sites accessed by adolescent students in the United States and United Kingdom;

· explore students’ use of the Internet as well as the kind of information they find and use about medicines and health;

· examine adolescents’ use of Internet pharmacies for advice on health and medicine purchases; and 

· identify potential strategies to develop and implement educational programs for adolescents on how to better use the Internet for information on health and medicines.

Data will be collected through a variety of sources.  Internet sites advertized in popular teen magazines will be examined for information on health and medicines.  School-based focus groups will be conducted to explore adolescents’ experiences with the Internet and identify the information they use.  Online pharmacies will be approached to determine if the kind of information that adolescents seek on their sites is obtainable using online survey methods.  Key stakeholders in education and health will also be interviewed to describe the current and historical policy issues. The elements of an educational package designed to build teens’ capacity to obtain and appraise reliable, high quality Internet information on health and medicines will be developed and shared with educators and policymakers.  
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