This is the abstract – Victoria Inch has asked that the full paper not be published 
“THEY’RE JUST HORNY ALL THE TIME” – OR ARE THEY?: RE-THINKING DOMINANT DISCOURSES OF MALE SEXUAL DESIRE.

Dominant discourses of heterosex consistently represent male sexuality as an insatiable, biological need. This model of male sexual desire pervades common understandings of young men’s sexuality in particular, and has traditionally formed a foundation for school-based sexuality education. However, the dominance of this discourse is increasingly being challenged by sexuality education programmes that aim to equally empower both partners of a (hetero)sexual relationship. Such programmes seek to de-stabilise the  principles of the male sexual drive discourse (e.g., that once aroused, men must attain orgasm; that men are always ready and willing for sex) and thus allow for less prescriptive and restrictive experiences of heterosex.

In this paper, I present data from my on-going doctoral research to question the continuing relevance of discourses of male sexual drive in the lives of young people in Aotearoa/New Zealand. Drawing on twenty group interviews conducted with teenagers and individual interviews with key informants in the field of sexuality education, I explore the ways in which participant’s discussions both embrace and deny conventional models of male sexuality. I also examine how their talk problematises traditional dichotomous understandings of male and female sexual desire. These alternative models of heterosex introduce both possibilities and limitations for understandings of teenage sexuality that go beyond oppressive notions of male right and need, and which have important implications for sexuality education and public health campaigns.
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